~ She was a social worker, butit’sa
- label that hardly does her justice.
_«Child of light and life” is how the. -
Rev. Julie Swan described her in a :

memorial service last week. That seems

more apt..

‘Ms. Freiburg was a one-time director -

of the Salvation Army’s homeless shel-
ter, until she was fired after they found
- that she had cancer. ‘ :
She’d also been a board member of
Frances Nelson Health Center, but
that’s another long story.
Most of all she was a friend to

whomever needed it. -

The 250 or so people who filled Cham-
paign’s First Christian Church were tes-
‘timony to the cross-section of pecple
whose lives she touched.

The chief of police was there, along
with several other officers. So were
businessmen and hospital officials and a
broad array of social service workers.
~ So was Aretha May Crawford, the lit-
~ tle old homeless woman who usually sits
huddled somewhere around the Illinois
Central tracks downtown.

 heels on those walks, yOU wouiu pusey

and talk to them softly and .petftherr} -
while I, like a truly masculin€ warrior,
would cower behind the nearest tree.
«And we argued and disagreed con-x
stantly about all kinds of things — about

- politics, health care, religion, a,rt,Afemi— :
nism, race-relations, deer hunting and

the social implications of rap music,

- which you said made sense.

«And I never thanked you, Q\id I
«For listening without judging and

‘sharing without demanding.

“For exposing me to spiritual and

 communal experiences that I recover

and recapture every chance Iget.
“For explaining and modeling how
and why we are all connected
immutably to one another without
regard to race, age, gender, status, Sex-

" ual orientation or any of the other

superficial and meaningless distinctions
intended to separate and isolate us.
~ “And for clarifying for me why the
earth is mother tous all.

«And how did you do that?

«Just by being Susan every dayof

your life, and so you remain.”



